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Second edition of the most highly regarded teaching text book on the Japanese language,
covering speaking, listening, reading, and writing to cultivate overall language ability. Each
lesson in the revised edition features a new section dubbed Culture Notes," and now includes
the audio CD companion which is in mp3 format ready to install on any music player. In
Japanese/English. Distributed by Tsai Fong Books, Inc.

About the AuthorJohn Bridges, author of How to Be a Gentleman, is also the coauthor, with
Bryan Curtis, of seven other volumes in the best-selling GentleManners series. He is a frequent
guest on television and radio news programs, always championing gentlemanly behavior in
modern society. Bridges has appeared on the Today Show, the Discovery Channel, and CBS
Sunday Morning, and has been profiled in People magazine and the New York Times.Bryan
Curtis is an author and the president of Dance Floor Books. He is the author/coauthor and editor
of more than 25 books, including My South, My Southern Food, Classic Wisdom for the Good
Life, Classic Wisdom for the Professional Life, and the popular GentleManners series. 
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Remembering the Kanji 1: A Complete Course on How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of
Japanese Characters Learning Japanese Hiragana and Katakana: A Workbook for Self-Study



Rebecca, “Good. Good”

Elli, “Don't get the kindle version. I personally do not recommend the kindle version for ANY of
the Genki textbooks whichever edition. You cannot highlight anything, nor make notes. You can
add bookmarks but it takes several persistent tries before the app will actually go to that
bookmarked page. If reading the book on your phone, the text isn't comfortable to look at. You
really need a bigger device. The actual physical book is vastly superior and it's just easier to get
around in the book.Now on to a review of the information in the book.The information in this
book is great. It introduces you to Kana and Kanji pretty quickly but not in an overwhelming way.
The constant repetition of seeing words in kana and Kanji really helps it to stick. The information
is presented in an easily digestible way and hits major grammar points. You have plenty of
practice exercises at the end of each chapter and at the end of the book (so don't forget to look
there). For self study I recommend getting the answer key book just to make sure you've done
the problems correctly. The answer key will also have the answers for the workbook so that's a
plus. Additionally, the publisher (Japan Times) has a free app that gives the audio for all of the
conversations, vocabulary and many of the exercise questions.If you are doing self-study I really
recommend not rushing through each chapter. Take your time. Fully know the material by heart
before moving on; then periodically go back over what you've learned to make sure you still
know everything. And while you're at it, since the app and CDs have the audio, practice listening
and speaking until you understand what's going on and can say things smoothly without tripping
over your words.”

Amble Tsui, “Overall, very good material for self-studying.. I decided to use genki to learn
Japanese by myself, since this series is well known, and the class pace is too slow (only 2 hrs a
week, far from enough to consolidate your skills in my opinion.) Here's how I used Genki I and II
for self-study:1. Go over all the vocabs and grammars, review them on time ( by reading the   
 , and doing the work book exercise.)2. For each lesson, when you are familiar with 75% of the
vocabs and grammars. Do dictation of the dialogue.3. Do extensive reading. ( I highly
recommend Japanese Grader Reader set: 
  
Japanese Graded Readers: Level 0 Vol 2 (Japanese Graded Readers)



  
  
)Here's the pros and cons:Pros:1. Comprehensive skill developments (listening, reading,
writing, speaking). It's not that nerdy style where it digs into the very details of the grammars at
the beginning.2. Shadowing. For the dialogues and the exercise, it would stop for a while for you
to repeat or make sentences.3. The later lessons would repeat what you have learned in the
previous lessons as to help you review, so you don't need to go over the previous too frequently
as you move on. For this reason, I suggest the users not stick to one page if confused, just move
on.Cons:1. Some English translations are not very accurate, though it won't affect too much of
understanding.2. Isolates the new words and grammars in different lessons. Since many
Japanese words have the same origin, or have similar meaning, it should have shown more
connections among the words. (e.g.1. umi means the sea, mizu means water, and mizuumi
means lake, which is literally sea + water, but it doesn't mention that; 2. Grammar like          ,
which means "you have to do", appearing in lesson 12, is actually using grammars in the genki II
book, so it should be put in genki II)3. (Not a big deal at all) I think "                " shows up
too frequently in the book :)4. There's NO high/low pitch on the words, so I have to listen to the
MP3 to know the pitch. Pitch is important because pitch can determine the meaning. (  /    /
for example.)After finishing the first Genki, you are in N5, after the second one, N4 shouldn't be
a problem.”

Jacob Bradbury, “Good book. Bought this for my college course. Might be hard to learn from if
you don't have the professor to guide you.”

Aileen, “Good Japanese Textbook. I like the Genki books. I grew up speaking Japanese and
have gone to Japanese school and taken college level Japanese courses. I would have to say
that this book compared to another one I have used is more user friendly. I liked the way that it is
organized. To me, it is a pretty good introductory Japanese textbook. If you are an independent
learner, it may not be the best textbook to learn from. There are a lot of group activities to do in
the book. It would be great if you have someone to do it with. Also, I think it needs more
examples or more exercises to practice the grammar/vocabulary introduced. A supplement
might be good, not the workbook. The workbook have examples, but I can't figure out if I am right
or wrong. It did not come with an answer sheet. I usually ask someone I know. There are other
supplemental sources.I just want to say something about textbooks in general. Not all of them
will suit a person's learning style. They are all different and they all suit each person differently. I
just happened to like this one way more than Yookoso. As for the romaji issue, I personally did
not care for it. If you are serious about learning Japanese, then learn Hiragana and Katakana
ASAP. That is what will help you in advancing in your Japanese language learning. It opens up
more doors in learning the language. Also, the textbooks are teaching basic grammar. Yes, there



are several ways to say one thing, even in English. It really is up to the person to practice and
eventually a particular style or way of saying things will be more familiar. I have spoken to
Japanese people. I would say it one way and the other person would correct me by telling me a
different way of saying it. Both ways were correct. One way was more mature. It has to do with
style and familiarity and maturity level. It all comes down to continually learning the language.”

Spencer Moore, “Good but expensive with some flaws. Half way through this book. Has some
very good points. Lots of exercises. Clear explanations. I like that it uses Hirigana/Katakana
rather than romaji. Also introduces a decent amount of Kanji. Two significant negatives: there are
no answers to the exercises. Perhaps not a problem if you are using the book with a taught
course but if you are trying to study by yourself you need it. The accompanying CD not good
either. It is not the quality of the dialogues more that it doesn't play like a normal CD (on my
computer) and I don't seem able to load it up as an album on ITunes (so I can put on my phone).
Expensive too.”

JPR, “I love Japanese culture and language and am aiming for the .... I love Japanese culture
and language and am aiming for the JLPT N5 elementary exam this year. Finding a course book
that covers the JLPT N5 syllabus was proving so hard until I heard that the GENKI series covers
it all. This book isn't a disappointment and Im thoroughly enjoying both the written and listening
exercises provided by the accompanying CD.”

Archangel, “I love this textbook.. I love this book. I was taught Japanese by a man who is
Japanese himself but he only had so many lessons so I looked on YouTube for textbooks when a
British YouTuber who speak Japanese fluently mentioned Genki, I thought I would give it a try
and its amazing. I'm learning alot and I'm not making as many mistakes. I'm only on the first one
so hopefully il be on the workbooks and the 2nd lot soon. Even though its a textbook for
classrooms and much you can still learn on your own. Like pair work. Just put answers to the
questions yourself. Its great.”

CLN, “however my granddaughter is very happy with this [ and the other book I purchased ....
This was bought as a present for my granddaughter who is studying Japanese. I know nothing
about this item, however my granddaughter is very happy with this [ and the other book I
purchased for her at the same time] and has told me both are very helpful to assist her studies.”

The book by Eri Banno has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 2,770 people have provided feedback.
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